Granulocyte adhesion molecules--structure/function relationships.
Neutrophil responses are regulated by cellular adhesion events, including interaction with extracellular matrix and other cell types. The diversity of molecular structures which are included in the repertoire of cell adhesion molecules expressed by neutrophils and their subtle regulation allow fine tuning of cell adhesion processes to suit environmental demands. This article reviews some of the recent findings using biochemical, immunochemical and molecular techniques that allow the relationship between adhesion molecule structure and function to be examined. Understanding the molecular basis of cell adhesion events will allow development of novel strategies that allow manipulation of adhesion processes in a clinical setting.